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(PIKESVILLE, MD) ð Maryland State 

Police Superintendent Colonel William 

Pallozzi on April 12 presented awards 

for outstanding service and recognized 

sworn and civilian employees of the 

year at barracks and units throughout 

the Department, culminating with the 

announcement of the statewide Troop-

er, Non-Commissioned Officer, Police 

Communications Supervisor and Police 

Communications Operator of the Year 

for 2018. 

The statewide Trooper of the Year 

award was presented to Trooper First 

Class Charles Tittle of the North East 

Barrack, who is now a two-time win-

ner.  The Non-Commissioned Officer 

of the Year for the Maryland State Po-

lice was awarded to Sergeant John Be-

dell of the Computer Crimes Unit.   

The statewide Police Communications 

Supervisor of the Year award was pre-

sented to Police Communications Su-

pervisor Sydney Sarrichio of the Rock-

ville Barrack for the fourth consecutive 

year.  The 2018 Police Communica-

tions Operator of the Year was awarded 

to Police Communications Operator II 

Heather Christner of the Cumberland 

Barrack. 

òThese awards represent the highest 

level of performance, achievement, 

commitment, and dedication,ó Colonel 

Pallozzi said last month.  òThe sworn 

and civilian employees recognized to-

day exemplify the passion for service to 

others the members of the Maryland 

State Police are known for.   

(See AWARD, page 2) 

State Police Honors Troopers, Civilian         

Employees of The Year 
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AWARD:  Top Sworn, Civilian Personnel Honored 

(From Page 1) 

During 2018, TFC Tittle responded 

to 892 calls for service and made 

175 warrant arrests, a 56 percent 

increase over his warrant arrests last 

year and the most among all Field 

Operations Bureau troopers. He 

made 45 adult drug arrests and ar-

rested 34 impaired drivers.  TFC 

Tittle made almost 1,000 traffic 

stops and issued 2,318 citations, 

which were 20 percent of all cita-

tions issued by barrack troopers at 

North East.  

TFC Tittle is frequently requested 

by the Criminal Enforcement Divi-

sion, Gang Unit, Drug Enforcement 

Division, Warrant Apprehension 

Team, and the Cecil County Drug 

Task Force to assist with investiga-

tions. 

TFC Tittle was the statewide 

Trooper of the Year winner for 

2016.  He was also the Maryland 

State Police Alumni Association 

Trooper of the Year that same year. 

The Maryland State Police òNon-

Commissioned Officer of the Yearó 

award was presented to Sgt.  John 

Bedell. He  is assigned to the Mary-

land State Police Computer Crimes 

Unit and serves as the supervisor of 

the Digital Forensic Laboratory and 

is responsible for all training, recer-

tification, and scheduling for unit 

personnel. 

Sgt. Bedell also continues to be an 

active digital forensic examiner.  He 

responded to more search warrants 

and handled more lab cases in 2018 

than any other member of the lab. 

Sgt. Bedell was also chosen for a 

team to oversee acquisition of a mo-

bile digital forensic laboratory, total-

ing nearly $500,000.   

Commanders say Police Communi-

cations Operator II Heather Christ-

ner excels in her position as a po-

lice communications operator who 

has extensive training in processing 

911 calls and experience that gives 

her the insight to properly prioritize 

òhotó calls.  Her calm demeanor 

and relaxed personality give her the 

ability to effectively handle hysteri-

cal callers during life threatening 

emergencies.   

Police Communications Supervisor 

Sydney Sarrichio began his career 

with the State Police as an intern at 

the Rockville Barrack. He became 

a fulltime employee in 2007.   

He speaks three languages and is 

often called upon to assist troopers 

interacting with non-English speak-

ing individuals who call or visit the 

barrack.  In addition to his supervi-

sory responsibilities, he is constantly 

willing to work overtime assign-

ments and never delegates work he 

would not do himself.   

About 50 members of the Mary-

land State Police and allied law en-

forcement agencies were presented 

with awards for outstanding service.   
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Safety Tip of the 

Month 

Here are some good ways 

to avoid driving distract-

ed: 

¶ Donõt use your cell-

phone without a 

hands-free device. 

¶ Donõt drive drowsy. 

¶ Ignore potential dis-

tractions from other 

passengers in the ve-

hicle. 

¶ Avoid multi-tasking 

like grooming, 

searching the radio 

and texting. 

¶ Avoid eating and 

drinking while driv-

ing. 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
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(CENTREVILLE, MD) ñ A Mary-

land state trooper from the Centre-

ville Barrack went home at the end 

of her shift last month with the satis-

faction of knowing she had saved a 

life and truly made a difference. 

 

Trooper Tori Bertrand responded 

on April 7 to a single-vehicle crash 

at the southbound Rt. 301 rest area. 

Upon arrival, she found the 85-year-

old driver had been partially ejected 

and an artery in his arm had been 

severed and was bleeding badly. 

 

Trooper Bertrand cut off the man's 

sleeve and then applied the tourni-

quet to his arm that state troopers 

carry. She was able to stop the 

bleeding. When EMS personnel 

arrived, they said if she had not ar-

rived and applied the tourniquet 

when she did, the man would have 

likely died. 

EMS stabilized the patient and he 

was later flown by a Maryland State 

Police helicopter to the R Adams 

Cowley Shock Trauma Center in 

Baltimore for treatment. EMS per-

sonnel said he is expected to sur-

vive. 

 

Congratulations, Trooper Bertrand, 

for your outstanding actions and for 

upholding the highest standards of 

the Maryland State Police. 

¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊ ¢ƻǊƛ .ŜǊǘǊŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎŀǾŜ 
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Trooper From Centerville Barrack Helps 

Save Life of Crash Victim, 85 
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(PIKESVILLE, MD) ð Colonel 

William M. Pallozzi, Superinten-

dent of the Maryland State Police, 

announced two more milestones 

for Marylandõs DNA database, sup-

porting its role as an invaluable tool 

to law enforcement in the ongoing 

effort to reduce crime, apprehend 

criminals, and exonerate the inno-

cent. 

Marylandõs DNA database, housed 

at the State Police Forensic Scienc-

es Division laboratory, has now rec-

orded 7,000 positive comparisons. 

A positive comparison occurs when 

DNA obtained from a crime victim 

or scene is matched with either 

DNA from a known offender sam-

ple or DNA from another crime 

scene.   

On April 3, 2019, scientists at the 

Maryland State Police Forensic Sci-

ences Division forwarded infor-

mation to detectives at the Charles 

County Sheriffõs Office that the 

7,000th positive DNA comparison 

through the use of Marylandõs 

DNA database was connected to an 

open 2003 rape case they are inves-

tigating.  The offender sample in 

this case was collected in South 

Carolina.   

Marylandõs DNA database was es-

tablished by law in 1994 and the 

first positive comparison occurred 

in 1998. As of mid-April 2019, 

there were 131,057 Maryland con-

victed offender DNA profiles in 

CODIS.   

On January 1, 2009, legislation 

took effect that requires those ar-

rested and charged with qualifying 

violent crimes, or 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

degree burglaries and attempts to 

commit those crimes, to submit a 

DNA sample.  These type of sam-

ples are called òarrestee samplesó 

and hits to these samples are re-

ferred to as òarrestee hitsó.  As of 

mid-April 2019, there were 40,788 

DNA profiles from arrestee sam-

ples in the Maryland DNA data-

base.  Marylandõs DNA database 

recently recorded its 1,000th ar-

restee hit. 

On March 12, 2019, scientists at 

the Maryland State Police Forensic 

Sciences Division forwarded infor-

mation to detectives at the Anne 

Arundel County Police Depart-

ment that the 1,000th arrestee hit 

within the Maryland DNA database 

was connected to an open 2018 

sexual assault case they are investi-

gating.   

The success of the statewide DNA 

database is due to the diligent ef-

forts and cooperation of many indi-

viduals.  They include the person-

nel of the Maryland State Police 

Forensic Sciences Division and 

those in local police DNA laborato-

ries, as well as the cooperative col-

lection efforts by the Governorõs 

Office of Crime Control and Pre-

vention, the Department of Public 

Safety and Correctional Services, 

sheriffõs offices and detention cen-

ters across the state, and Mary-

landõs district and circuit court sys-

tems. 

Marylandõs DNA Database Records 7,000th 

Hit And 1,000th Arrestee Hit 
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(PIKESVILLE, Md.) ð With 

April being National Distracted 

Driving Awareness Month, the 

Maryland State Police reminded 

motorists just how dangerous it 

can be on the road if you are not 

paying attention to your surround-

ings.  

According to the Maryland High-

way Safety Office, more than 

27,000 people are injured and 

185 others die each year on Mary-

land roads because of distracted 

driving.  

The Maryland State Police are con-

tinuing to make enforcement of 

distracted driving a top priority. In 

2018, troopers issued 16,050 cita-

tions and 18,671 warnings for dis-

tracted driving violations.  

Troopers across Maryland in-

creased their distracted driving en-

forcement and awareness efforts 

last month. Among the initiatives 

that took place last month included 

work by the Hagerstown and Fred-

erick barracks to address the issue. 

Motorists saw Maryland Depart-

ment of Transportation State High-

way Administration message 

boards lit up across Western Mary-

land that read, òPhones down ð 

Buckle up enforcement underway.ó  

The National Highway Traffic and 

Safety Administration defines dis-

tracted driving as any activity that 

diverts attention from driving, in-

cluding talking or texting on your 

phone, eating and drinking, taking 

to people in your vehicle and/or 

adjusting the stereo, entertainment 

or navigation systems.  

Maryland law prohibits the use of a 

handheld cellphone and texting 

while driving. First-time offenders 

caught using a cellphone while driv-

ing face a maximum of an $83 fine, 

second-time offenders a maximum 

of $140 fine and third-time offend-

ers a maximum of $160 fine.  

Drivers can also be fined $70 and 

face one point on their driving rec-

ord if caught texting while driving. 

If the use of a device contributes to 

a crash, the fine may increase to 

$110 and three points on your driv-

ing record. 

The increased enforcement effort 

against distracted driving comes 

after the passage of Jakeõs Law.  

In effect since 2014, Jakeõs Law is 

named after Jake Owen, who was 

just five when he was killed in a car 

crash caused by a distracted driver 

in 2011.  

The law states that a driver causing 

serious injury or death while talking 

on a handheld cellphone or texting 

may receive up to three years in 

prison and a $5,000 fine.  

These are primary offenses and 

police officers can stop drivers 

when those activities are observed, 

regardless of the presence of other 

violations  

Maryland State Police Continues Focus On  

Distracted Driving Enforcement, Awareness 
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